
 COMHAIRLE CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE  
WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL  

 
Meeting of the Metropolitan District held in City Hall, Waterford on 20th July, 2015 @ 5.00pm 

Present: 

Cllr. Eamon Quinlan Mayor 
Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan 
Cllr. Breda Brennan  
Cllr. John Carey 
Cllr. Joe Conway 
Cllr. John Cummins  
Cllr. Davy Daniels  
Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald  
Cllr. Jim Griffin  
Cllr. Blaise Hannigan  
Cllr. John Hearne  
Cllr. Jason Murphy 
Cllr. Joe Kelly  
Cllr. Eddie Mulligan  
Cllr. Mary Roche  
Cllr. Cha O’Neill  
Cllr. Sean Reinhardt  
Cllr. Adam Wyse  

Officials in attendance: 
Mr. L. Power, District Manager  
Mr. B. Duggan, SEO Economic Development  
Mr. J. Sullivan, SEO, Housing, Community & Culture  
Mr. N. Kane, SEE, Roads,  
Mr. P. McCarthy, SE Roads 
Mr. P. Kelly, AO. Planning  
Mr. R. Moloney, SEO, Environment  
Mr. E. Ruane, Meetings Administrator  
Ms. M. Fitzsimons, CO Economic Development. 

Vote of Sympathy: 

Votes of sympathy were extended to the families of: 

John Richardson, Tom Ryan, Gerry Rush, Connie Whittle, P Hennessy and Michael Stone 

Vote of Congratulations: 

Votes of congratulations were extended to: 

  Thomas Barr on his success in the 28th World University Games 

Cllr Hannigan passed on thanks from Tramore Town Twinning following the Council’s 
assistance with the visit of the Cadaujac town twinning group. 

1. Confirmation of Minutes 
a. The minutes of the Metropolitan District meeting held on the 15th June 2015 were proposed by Cllr. 

Roche and seconded by Cllr. Fitzgerald and agreed. 
b. The minutes of the Metropolitan District Annual meeting held on the 30th June 2015 were proposed 

by Cllr. Brennan and seconded by Cllr. Cummins and agreed. 
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2. Matters Arising 

Cllr. O’Neill requested an update with regard to the approach road at Sallypark. Cllr. Daniels requested an 
update with regard to Irish Water and the road surface condition of the Dunmore Road following works, also  
an update on the position with regard to the upgrade of footpaths and enquired as to what claims have been 
paid out in connections to trips and falls on footpaths. Cllr. Mulligan enquired as to when the report on 
parking on The Mall will be presented to businesses. Cllr. O’Sullivan referred to the meeting with Piltown 
Municipal District members and advised that another meeting is arranged for early September and requested 
full attendance from Waterford councillors at that meeting. Cllr. Wyse requested an update on the firebreak 
at Ballinakill Downs and on the traffic light sensors at the Mall. Cllr. Reinhardt requested a workshop 
incorporating the Part VIII for Larchville. Cllr. Cummins requested an update on progress on the Carraig an 
Áird and Lackenwood areas. 
 
P. McCarthy, SE, Roads outlined that repair work will be carried out to the Dunmore Road area as part of the 
contract and that the contractor is responsible for the repairs for a 12 month period. Details of the number of 
claims will be provided. N. Kane, SEE Roads confirmed that the parking plans will be brought to the 
business community in the next week and he is examining an interim solution at the traffic lights.  R. 
Moloney, SEO Environment outlined that the volume of traffic around the roundabout at Sallypark impedes 
planting but there are plans to plant along the median on the approach to the roundabout; he also confirmed 
that an environmental impact report is due to be carried out at the area at the back of the Ballinakill Downs 
estates as there is a designated Special Area of Conservation there – if the impact of the works is deemed to 
be low work will commence during August. P Kelly, AO Planning outlined that  funds will be provided to 
complete the wearing course in Carraig an Áird, this work will be completed by WC&CC under the Road 
Works programme; the contractor in Lacken Woods is to complete the works in August. 
 

3.  Planning 
(a) Planning lists circulated by email  
(b) Planning & Development Act, 2000-2012 -Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2012 – Part    

V111 – Completion of Process - Renovation and refurbishment 35 The Mall   was proposed by Cllr. 
Cummins and seconded by Cllr. O’Neill 

(c) Planning & Development Act, 2000-2012 -Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2012 Part 
VIII  – Completion of Process - Patrick Street, Tramore was proposed by Cllr. Hannigan and 
seconded by Cllr. O’Sullivan 

(d) Planning & Development Act, 2000-2012 -Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2012 Part 
VIII – Completion of Process – Flood Defence Works Passage East was proposed by Cllr. Carey and 
seconded by Cllr. Fitzgerald 

 
4. Reports: 
Planning: 
The Planning report circulated with the agenda. 
Cllr. Daniels enquired as to whether Ballygunner Temple graveyard is included in the in the Graveyard 
Survey. Cllr. Roche requested that documents relating to substantial new developments be prominently 
displayed on the Council website; she outlined that there is concern about the amount of change included 
under the Urban Renewal scheme. Cllr. O’Neill enquired as to the ownership of the building left vacant 
following ETB’s recent move. L. Power, District Manager confirmed that the building is not under the 
ownership of the Holy Ghost and is available on the rental market. P. Kelly, AO Planning will follow up on 
Ballygunner Temple. L. Power, District Manager outlined that the urban renewal scheme which is out on 
public display includes traffic management. Cllr. Cummins highlighted position re Clarendon Court 
Apartments in Penrose Lane and enquired as to whether there was any scope for the Council or a Voluntary 
Housing Association to provide social housing. Cllr. Fitzgerald enquired as to whether there was any 
assistance such as a rates rebate that could be offered to the owners of thatched houses. Cllr. Mulligan 
echoed Cllr. Roche’s comment with regard to the urban renewal and requested figures on the number of 
planning applications and the amount of commercial rates paid year to date. 
 
P. Kelly, AO Planning outlined that he has been working on trying to find a resolution for the apartments in 
Clarendon Court. Cllr. Cummins enquired as to whether the Council could purchase the properties. Cllr. 

2 
 



Griffin requested that the area of Clarendon Court be assessed for lighting as it is a dark area. J. Sullivan 
SEO Housing outlined that a Voluntary Housing Association has been approached with regard to taking over 
the scheme. P. McCarthy SE confirmed that the lighting levels in this area will be examined. 
 
L. Power District Manager dealt with issues relating to the urban renewal proposals and outlined that 
meetings will take place to ensure the public have an opportunity to view plans; he also confirmed that 
members will be fully informed and that a comprehensive report would be presented; with regard to the 
Michael Street development, NAMA is finalising a design team to prepare a planning application. P. Kelly 
A.O confirmed that thatch grants available from the Department of Environment Community and Local 
Government.  
Cllr. Roche enquired as to an update regarding the boundary extension and the costs involved. L. Power, 
District Manager outlined that a committee has been appointed to examine the terms of reference and make a 
recommendation to the Minister by the end of November; two members of staff have been tasked with 
preparatory work required. L. Power confirmed that planning application numbers are up on last year’s 
figures and the level of rates collection is comparable to last year’s figures. 
Housing: 
The Housing report had been circulated with the agenda. 
Cllr. Kelly noted that the total number of housing applications is increasing and that the current market 
makes HAP and RAS challenging. Cllr. O’Neill requested an update on the Shared Ownership scheme. Cllr. 
Reinhardt requested a workshop on HAP before September and outlined that the rent ceilings are causing 
difficulties. J. Sullivan noted that the Part VIII on Larchville will be redesigned, he noted 18 units at 
Ballycarnane approved. Details re the transformation of the shared ownership scheme are still awaited. Cllr. 
Griffin outlined details of a ‘quick build’ type scheme and enquired as to whether this would be a viable 
option to resolve the supply issue. Cllr. Roche enquired as to whether the allocation of social housing would 
become centralised and could the rota on reports to be issued to Metropolitan meetings be circulated and 
enquired as to whether the Council could CPO badly managed apartment blocks. Cllr. Mulligan requested a 
list of the various arts entities within the city. J. Sullivan, SEO Housing outlined that supply will be coming 
on-stream to reduce housing list numbers and that currently there is a 30% refusal rate, he also confirmed 
that details on various arts entities within the city can be provided to councillors. 
Roads: 
The Roads report had been circulated with the agenda. 
Cllr. Carey raised an issue with the Coxtown Road in Dunmore East and Cllr. Cummins enquired about the 
Community Improvement Scheme as there is no specific funding allocated for 2015. Cllr. Conway raised the 
issue of signage at Church St. and Priests Road  and the Cove roundabout. Cllr. Kelly questioned whether 
there is any possibility of introducing parking meters to Tramore Prom to facilitate visitors; he also raised an 
issue with traffic hazards at Bowefield and requested that this area be monitored. Cllr Daniels raised 
concerns re traffic at Ardkeen Shopping Centre and Uluru roundabout. 
P. McCarthy SE Roads confirmed that a pre and post works survey will be conducted on the Coxtown Road, 
Dunmore East and that the contractor will be responsible for re-instating the road. He confirmed that the 
signage will be examined at the areas raised and that it is not feasible to place parking meters in Tramore.  
Bowefield situation noted and is preparing a design. He welcomed the additional allocation for local and 
regional roads. Cllr. Griffin requested an update on the Airport Road; outlined that the Pickardstown to 
Copper Coast Road is very overgrown. Cllr. Fitzgerald pointed out that the ditches are very overgrown and 
the surface is in very poor condition from the Gaelscoil at Ballygunner also commented that businesses will 
be affected when the carpark at Bolton Street is closed off to facilitate OPW works to the Court House. P. 
McCarthy SE Roads requested that details of the location of the problem footpaths be forwarded to him to 
progress, surveys will be carried out on the Airport Road to explore the option, re the Williamstown Road 
the condition of the ditches will be examined, he outlined that the traffic management plan for Bolton Street 
carpark will be outlined to local businesses. 
Cllr. O’Sullivan raised the issue of parking for camper vans in Tramore, requesting four or five units to be 
put in place at the Lower Prom to facilitate families who wish to park. Cllr. O’Neill suggested that the traffic 
warden issue parking discs to facilitate visitors he also pointed out that there is a requirement for speed 
ramps to be installed in estates to protect young children. Cllr. Hannigan pointed out that the signage at 
Tivoli Tce. / Branch Rd. was not adequately.  P. McCarthy SE Roads outlined that the bye-laws would need 
reviewed re parking of camper vans, the suggestion of wardens issuing discs and installation of ramps can be 
discussed at SPC, signage at Queen Street can be reviewed. 
Environment: 
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The Environment report was circulated with the agenda.  The report was taken as read and any queries can 
be directed to the Environment Department 
Economic Development 
The Economic Development report was circulated with the agenda. The report was taken as read and any 
queries can be directed to the Economic Department 
 
At this stage on the proposition of Cllr. Cummins seconded by Cllr O Sullivan it was agreed to suspend 
Standing Orders for 15 minutes to complete the business of the meeting. 
 

5. Seahorse Tramore Commemoration 

Cllr. Hannigan outlined plans for the 200 year commemoration of the Seahorse tragedy in 2016 and asked 
that 4 representatives from the Council and one from the Council Executive to be part of the committee. It 
was agreed that Cllrs. Hannigan, Griffin, Mulligan and O’Sullivan be part of the committee and that B. 
Duggan SEO represent the executive on the committee. 

6. Nominations to Tramore Town Centre Management Committee 

It was agreed that Cllr. O’Sullivan and Cllr. Griffin represent the Council on this committee. 

7. Correspondence 

Correspondence was circulated with the agenda. Cllr. Roche questioned the reply from the National 
Transport Authority re the Bike Scheme. B. Duggan, SEO Economic Development advised that a full reply 
is expected at year end. Cllr. Mulligan requested that that council prioritise the proposed twinning with the 
LÉ James Joyce and Cllr. Cummins advised that he is dealing with this. 

8. Notice of Motions  

Notice of Motions were circulated with the agenda 
 
Motion in the name of Cllr. M Roche 
 
“To ask that the installation of CCTV cameras and any ancillary requirements be investigated in The 
People’s Park in conjunction with An Garda Siochana in order to both prevent and assist in the detection of 
criminal activity.”  
Reg. No.18 (dated 6th July 2015) 
 
Proposed by Cllr. Roche and seconded by Cllr. Daniels and unanimously agreed 
 
Motion in the name of Cllr’s. E Quinlan, P. Fitzgerald and L. O’ Neill  
“That this Council calls on the Minister of Transport to restore a vehicle licensing centre in Waterford on a 
regular basis and that all necessary testing is carried out on taxis in a single day” 
Reg. 19 (dated 13th July, 2015)  
 
Proposed by Cllrs. Cummins and seconded by Cllr. Brennan and unanimously agreed. 

 
9. AOB 

Cllr. Griffin congratulated all involved with the National Lifeguard Training Centre in Tramore in the recent 
search for a missing person. 
This concluded the business of the meeting. 
 
Signed: ________________________   Dated: ___________________ 
 Mayor 
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